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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: TWA ACCESS TO LAJES 
REF: (A) STATE 143850 (B) LISBON 4516 

1 . AFTER FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITH TWA, DEPARTMENT 

NOW WILLING TO PURSUE PORTUGUESE PROPOSAL (REF B). RATHER 
THAN REPLYING TO PORTUGUESE MEMORANDUM FORMALLY, WE PREFER 
TO PROCEED BY SUGGESTING THAT TWA AND TAP MEET TO DISCUSS 
TAP USE OF TWA VACANT SEATS BETWEEN LAJES AND LISBON. 

2. FYI: TWA UNABLE TO QUANTIFY VALUE OF FIFTH FREEDOM 
RIGHTS BUT BELIEVES THAT VALUE IS MINIMAL. CURRENT AIR- 
LINE THINKING, PENDING OUTCOME OF AIRLINE CONSULTATIONS, 

IS THAT LAJES SERVICE WOULD BEGIN IN SPRING 1978 AT 
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EARLIEST. END FYI. 

3. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO PROPOSE TO GOP THAT TWA AND TAP 
MEET TO DISCUSS BLOCKED SEAT ARRANGEMENT AT EARLIEST 
CONVENIENT TIME. EMBASSY ALSO REQUESTED TO CLARIFY STATUS 
OF TWA CARGO RIGHTS TO LAJES. CHRISTOPHER 
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